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Vitam Aeternam 
SUN PRAIRIE — David D. Hanneman, former 
mayor of Sun Prairie and a longtime area civic 
leader, died Saturday, April 14, 2007, after a long 
and courageous fight with cancer. He was 74. Dave 
died at Hospice Care Inc., Fitchburg, surrounded 
by his wife and children, who held him as he left his 
pain behind to go meet the Lord. His final gift to his 
family was to utter a final “I love you” just before 
passing into Eternal Life. 

A longtime friend and colleague who visited Dave 
in his last days summed up his life so well by saying, 
“He was the best we ever had.”

Dave was born March 27, 1933, in Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis., to Carl and Ruby (Treutel) 
Hanneman. His family moved to Mauston in 1936. 
Dave was an accomplished athlete, three-sport letter 
winner at Mauston High School and part of an 
award-winning double quartet that won many music 
medals. He was selected numerous times to represent 
Mauston at Badger Boys State. Dave graduated from Mauston High School in 1951 and studied 
pharmacy at UW-La Crosse. He organized many reunions of his high school class, including the 
55th reunion in September 2006. After high school, Dave enlisted in the U.S. Navy and trained at 
the Great Lakes Naval Base before being given a medical discharge.

In 1958 he wed Mary K. Mulqueen to begin a loving 49-year marriage. The couple moved to 
Sun Prairie in 1965. Dave and Mary raised four children and are the proud grandparents of 

nine wonderful grandchildren. During 
many trips back to Mauston over the 
years, he taught his children how to fish, 
how to be patient and that it’s OK to get a 
fish hook stuck in your thumb. Dave was 
often found doing home improvement 
projects, helping neighbors and friends 
with repair jobs or simply doing favors for 
others. An avid card player, Dave learned 
early in life how a good card game 
brought people together and forged 
lifelong friendships. 

Dave had a long and successful sales career in the pharmaceutical industry, working for E.R. 
Squibb & Sons, Rochelle Laboratories, Fort Dodge Laboratories and Vescor. Later in his career 
he earned licensure as a Realtor and real estate broker for ERA Kraus Real Estate — a job he 
continued until his death. He was a Fourth Degree member of the Knights of  Columbus and 
served as Grand Knight of Council 4873 in Sun Prairie. For more than 12 years he served as an 

“I’ve always tried to do 
things with integrity and 
to set a good example for 
the rest of my family. I’m 
very family-oriented, and 
family means a lot to me.”
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extraordinary minister of Holy Communion at Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary Catholic 
Church, Sun Prairie.

Dave was elected District 4 alderman on the Sun Prairie City Council in 1968 and 
served a one-year term. He  returned to civic service in 1988 to serve eight years on the 
Sun Prairie City Council, including a term as Council President. From 1996-2003, 
Dave represented District 19 on the Dane County Board of Supervisors and served on 
the board’s Public Protection & Judiciary Committee. He became known for his work 
with the National Association of Counties, 
serving as chair of the Task Force on Juvenile 
Justice. He was also active with the Wisconsin 
Counties Association, and served on the 
Dane County Airport Commission. 

In April 2003 he was elected Mayor of Sun 
Prairie, adopting a popular open-door 
policy that allowed residents easy access to 
the mayor. He championed the Highway 151/
Highway C improvement project, and began 
plans for a West Side Community Service 
Building for police, fire and EMS. His budgets 
helped move the Sun Prairie Emergency 
Medical Service from a volunteer organization 
to a paid, full-time staff of paramedics. He 
also worked on a strategic plan to shape the 
future of Sun Prairie’s West Side. In 2003, Sun Prairie won a “Champions of Industry” 
Award of Excellence as one of the best-managed small cities in America. Dave forged 
strong working relationships with other area mayors, and served on the Dane County 
Cities and Villages Association.

Dave is survived by his wife, Mary, of Sun Prairie; daughter Amy (Darren) Bozza 
of Woodstock, Ill., daughter Margret Hanneman of Madison; son David C. (Lisa) 
Hanneman of Naperville, Ill.; and son Joe (Sue) Hanneman of Mount Pleasant, Wis. 
He is further survived by loving grandchildren Stevie Hanneman, Abby Hanneman, 
Samantha Hanneman, Justin Bozza, Maggie Hanneman, Ruby Hanneman, Kyle 
Bozza,  Charlie Hanneman and Claire Bozza. Dave is survived by a brother, Donn 
Hanneman, of Rochester, Minn., and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Carl and Ruby Hanneman, and a sister, Lavonne Wellman.

Visitation will be held from 4-8 p.m. on Wednesday, April 17, 2007, at the Tuschen-
Newcomer Funeral Home, 302 Columbus St., Sun Prairie. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday, April 18, 2007, at Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary 
Church, 223 Columbus St., Sun Prairie. Monsignor Duane Moellenberndt will preside. 
The funeral Mass will be preceded by a visitation at the church from 10-11 a.m. Burial 
will follow at Sacred Hearts Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations are suggested to 
HospiceCare Inc., or the Sacred Hearts School Endowment Fund.
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‘Wonderful voice ... so well spoken’
“He usually wore a coat and tie to County Board meetings - he treated the board and meeting 
with respect and dignity. He didn’t speak that often in debate on the County Board floor, but 
when he did it was usually to make a point of common sense. He wasn’t one to grandstand or 
make speeches of political hyperbole. And of course he had that wonderful voice, and was so 
well spoken.”

— TIM SATERFIELD
Legislative Liaison, Dane County Board

‘A great patriot & true American’ 
“Dave loved life and fought a courageous battle with his declining health until the end. He 
was a remarkable man and I know the void left in your lives will be felt deeply for many 
years. The world has lost a devoted family man, a great patriot, and a true American. I was 
honored to have called him my friend.”

— HON. TOMMY G. THOMPSON
Governor of Wisconsin, 1987-2001

‘Generous with his time & wisdom’ 
“Dave was one of my political advisors and was always concerned about my political future. 
One of the greatest times was when Dave was Mayor and I was Council President. He and I 
worked together very well. Dave always had room for different opinions and had a knack for 
getting people to work out issues and take them to resolution. Dave was generous with his 
time and provided wisdom to me through his experiences. Dave will be greatly missed.”

— BILL CLAUSIUS
Former Sun Prairie City Council President
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“I’m very dedicated 
to the causes I take 
up. With the back-
ground that I have, 
I can certainly 
bring something to 
the community.”

David D. Hanneman
1933-2007
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— TIM SATERFIELD
Legislative Liaison, Dane County Board

‘A man of complete integrity’ 
“He helped me deal with the increasing onerous and volatile political environment of the 
post 70s in Madison, during my two decades as airport director. Dave loved to come to our 
cabin and fish, hunt deer and partridge, walk in the woods and just relax. He would readily 
lend a hand with the never-ending construction projects around the old place. Dave was 
unpretentious, trustworthy, quick-witted, and so rare in today’s political circles, a man of 
complete integrity. Above all, we remember Dave as our dear friend.” 

— PETE DRAHN
Dane County Regional Airport Director, 1981-2002

‘Highly respected in his civic life’ 
“I first met Dave when we served on the Dane County Board together.  We immediately 
clicked as we were both fellow conservatives. We shared many of the same views on 
issues that would arise. After our County Board meetings on Thursday nights, we would 
occasionally stop by Jingles Coliseum Bar for a beer or two and discuss how to further solve 
problems at the county level. We always enjoyed those times. 

“Dave was a people person and always cared about his constituents and would listen to all 
points of view. After our days together on the County Board, we both were elected as mayor 
of our cities. Dave was highly respected in his civic life and gave unselfishly of his time for 
the betterment of his community. I considered him a colleague and a good friend.”

— TOM CLAUDER
Mayor of Fitchburg
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— DAVE HANNEMAN

‘Loved by his Classmates’ 
“I know he leaves you with a lot of fond memories. As you celebrate his life, please know he is 
loved by his classmates and will be missed. I had the pleasure of playing ball, singing, acting 
and just hanging around with him and feel very blessed . We even played a little poker in 
college at La Crosse. I believe the most enjoyable was singing with him in a double quartet in 
high school and then later when ever we got together for a beer.” 

— ROGER QUICK
Mauston High School Class of 1951

‘His word was His Bond’ 
“I respected Dave personally and admired his commitment to fiscal conservatism, even more 
impressive, and unfortunately even more rare in political circles, was his willingness to keep 
his word to his campaign staff and pay his bills.  Dave earned a living as a salesman, so his 
word was his bond.  Dave was one of those candidates who always reimbursed me when I 
paid for lit or yard signs with my credit card, and never considered my agreed-upon stipend 
a topic of later negotiations.  Those outside campaign circles have no idea how rare that is.”

— BRIAN FRALEY
Political Consultant

“It’s giving back and passing on to the community 
and the feeling of satisfaction looking back at 
what you’ve been a part of.”

‘Respected for his Leadership’ 
“Mentor, politician, card player, mayor, supervisor, alderman and public servant -- all of 
them are words that could be used to describe Dave Hanneman and his service to the 
community. As mayor, Hanneman was responsible for presiding over final plans for the 
Westside Community Service Building and helped to guide the Westside Neighborhood
Planning process. He also helped work with developers who believed enough in Sun Prairie 
to remain committed to such projects as the proposed Woodman’s and the Prairie Lakes
development despite a development moratorium in that part of the city. Although this 
newspaper disagreed with him at times, Dave Hanneman was respected for his leadership 
and endorsed for reelection as mayor of Sun Prairie. While his voice is gone, Dave 
Hanneman’s imprint on the city should not soon be forgotten.”

— CHRIS MERTES
Editorial Page Editor, The Star
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‘A consummate Gentleman’ 
“From our first meeting, I considered him a friend. He was easy to talk with and had a 
wealth of experience. I always looked forward to events that we attended and the chance 
to discuss issues of county-wide importance. His positions were always well thought out, 
reasonable and in the best interest of the citizens of Sun Prairie. He had a lot of class and was 
a consummate gentleman. He had a presence that once you met him, you never would forget 
him or feel uncomfortable calling him “Dave”. His public service was invaluable to the City of 
Sun Prairie and Dane County. His presence will be missed both by the people he represented 
but also by all of us, his friends.” 

— DOUG ZWANK
Former Mayor of Middleton

‘Building a future for us all’ 
“Dave will be remembered in many ways, and one of them will be the contribution of the 
historic stained glass windows from our former chapel that you and Dave have made to St. 
Mary’s. The fact that you and your husband were interested in bringing them back home to 
St. Mary’s is only one example of your life-long commitment to your community and others 
in need. It is clear from Dave’s accomplishments that dedication to community was always 
a part of his priorities, and we will all benefit from that dedication for years to come. At this 
sad time, we hope it will be a reminder that though life may seem short, the contributions 
made by one individual have a significant impact in building a future for us all.”

— FRANK BYRNE, M.D.
President, St. Mary’s Hospital, Madison





“...The time of My departure is at hand. I have 

competed well; I have finished the race; I have 

kept the Faith. From now on the Crown of 

Righteousness awaits Me, which the Lord, the 

Just Judge, Will award to Me on that Day...”

— 2 Timothy 4: 6-8


